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DAILY THEME CREATED PLANTED

BIBLE LESSON
THE FIRST TREES

Genesis 1-3
KNOCK, KNOCK!

Acts 12, Luke 11 & 18

CROSS SECTIONS
(VERSES)

Ephesians 6:1 Colossians 4:2

WOODLAND CREATURE Beaver Woodpecker

CHARACTER TRAITS
OBEDIENCE

Quickly and cheerfully 
completing a task

PERSEVERANCE
Not giving up, 

even if it's hard

CUTTING EDGE 
(CRAFTS)

Chipper the Beaver "Fir the Birds"

LIMBER LUMBER YARD 
(GAMES)

Tree-Toppin' Time Acorn Hunt

TREETOP TREATS
 (SNACKS)

CChipper's Homehipper's Home Forest FloorForest Floor

CHIP'S TIPS I.D. Tag Leaf Picture

This calendar gives an overall view of the major themes and events; 

DAY 2DAY 1

CALE NDAR



ROOTED WATERED PRUNED

THE FIRE FELLER
1 Kings 18

LIVING WATER
John 7

PRISON PRAISE
Acts 16

Jeremiah 17:7 Psalm 37:7 John 15:2

Flying Squirrel Black Bear Wood Frog

CONFIDENCE
Trusting in 

someone or something

PATIENCE
Waiting without losing hope

RESILIENCE
Recovering quickly 

from difficulty

Forest Friends Let's Get Growing!    Nature Bookmark

Log Pile Millrace Mayhem Logger Frogger

StumpsStumps & Wood Chips & Wood Chips Timber TreatsTimber Treats LLeafy Delightseafy Delights

Clad in Plaid Make a Waterwheel Team Color

however, due to circumstances, facilities, and timing, some items may change slightly.

LET'S GET GROWING! (JER. 17:8)

DAY 3 DAY 4 DAY 5

CALE NDAR
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PROGRAM OVERVIEW
Join us on a log-rolling, axe-throwing, heart-pounding adventure  

as we discover how to grow in God at...

DAY # 1 |  CR E AT ED
Wow! We’re created in God’s image! Our 
goal is to bring Him glory! Long ago, the 
first man and woman disobeyed God and 
ate fruit from the Tree of Knowledge, 
changing the course of history! All 
actions, whether good or bad, have 
consequences. The first step toward 
spiritual growth is recognizing that 
we’re sinners in need of a Savior.

DAY # 2 | PL A N T ED
“Knock, knock!” You don’t have to 
wonder, “Who’s there?” when you 
pray, because prayer is the life-line of 
communication that flows between 
us and God. Jesus’s story about the 
persistent widow teaches us to pray 
without giving up! Just like a mighty tree 
grows from a tiny seed, God planted you 
where you are for a special purpose!

DAY # 3 | ROO T ED
The ultimate showdown between Elijah 
and the prophets of Baal on Mount 
Carmel illustrates the importance of 
trusting in the one true God! We must 
know what we believe and stand firm 
in the faith, even when we stand alone! 
Hang on to your hard hats, because this 
is one top-thrill competition you won’t 
want to miss!

DAY #4 | WAT ER ED
Just like trees need water to survive and 
thrive, we need Jesus, the Living Water, 
to nourish our souls so we can grow 
spiritually! It takes a long time for a tree 
to grow. In times of waiting, we can trust 
that God’s plan is best!

DAY #5 | PRUNED
In their groundbreaking Prison Praise 
concert, Paul and Silas sang a song 
that literally brought the house down! 
This dynamic duo faced one trial after 
another, but that didn’t stop them from 
praising God and sharing the gospel with 
others! Sometimes the pruning process 
hurts, but it produces abundant spiritual 
fruit in the end. 

DAILY THEMES
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A DAY AT VBS
From the moment Loggers arrive at 
Crosscut Creek, they are immersed in an 
incredible VBS experience overflowing with 
excitement and adventure! 

SUN-UP R A L LY
The high-energy Sun-Up Rally is loaded 
with lively, Scripture-based songs, 
dramatized Bible stories, a true-life hero 
story, character trait highlights, hilarious 
skits, and more! After this rally, the Loggers 
get chip-chopping into their Jobsite 
Rotation at Crosscut Creek!

JOB SI T E RO TAT ION
CUTTING EDGE (CRAFTS)
Creativity is in full bloom at Cutting 
Edge where Loggers use their God-given 
imaginations to create fancy woodpeckers, 
whimsical forest friends, beautiful nature 
bookmarks, and more!

LIMBER LUMBER YARD (GAMES)
Speed and agility are put to the test at the 
Limber Lumber Yard! It’s non-stop motion 
as Loggers team up to clear log jams and 
race to cross the creek in time for the award 
ceremony. Oh! Be sure to watch out for 
flying squirrels!

SHARPENING SESSION (CLASS)
Here, Loggers discover how to apply to 
their daily lives what they’ve learned 
about growing in God. Interactive review 
games reinforce the daily memory verse, 
and everyone is given an opportunity to 
respond to the gospel message.

TREETOP TREATS (SNACKS)
Mm-mmm! Do you smell that delicious 
aroma?! A fresh batch of Leafy Delights 
just came out of the oven! At Treetop 
Treats, hungry Loggers fill their bellies with 
delicious Pepperoni Stumps, Wood Chips, 
and Trail Mix from the Forest Floor! There’s 
plenty for everyone, so grab another hot 
cookie before you tackle the next tree! 

TIMBER TIME (MERRILL TEAM)
During Timber Time, Loggers learn toe-
tapping tunes that reinforce Biblical 
themes, put lumberjack skills to the test 
while playing review games, and discover 
new ways to grow in God!

SUN-DO W N R A L LY
During the closing Sun-Down Rally, Loggers 
are rewarded for a job well done! But, 
be on the lookout for those pesky night-
prowlers causing mayhem at the lumber 
mill! Don’t get stuck clinging to a dead 
limb! Find out how you can grow in God at 
Crosscut Creek!

WHY THIS 
PROGRAM?
People all around us are withering away 
from a lack of spiritual nourishment. Prayer, 
Bible reading, and church attendance—
essential elements for spiritual growth—are 
sadly neglected in many homes and nearly 
non-existent in secular schools.

Developing a thriving relationship with 
God at an early age is invaluable! Paul 
told Timothy, "And that from a child thou 
hast known the holy scriptures, which 
are able to make thee wise unto salvation 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus." (2 
Timothy 3:15)

We've got a lot of work to do!

LET’S
GET



REGISTRATION INFO
ASSIGNING 
YOUR STAFF
You are responsible for organizing, training, and 
overseeing your registration staff. Tricia Merrill 
will work alongside you and is responsible for 
troubleshooting and overseeing the paperwork 
side of Registration. She will be available to answer 
any questions.

Please see your VBS Director for a list of Assistants to 
assign to the following tasks: 

R E GIS T R A R S 
Each day, registrars are responsible for checking in 
students, filling out the registration cards correctly, 
and filling out the Team Totals Worksheet. 

Assign two to three registrars per team. (Ideally, you 
will have a table for each team and three registrars 
at each table.)

C A SHIER S 
Cashiers exchange currency into penny rolls before 
VBS begins, count the offerings for each team—
Lumberjacks (Boys) and Lumberjills (Girls)—and give 
the totals to Tricia Merrill daily.

V ER SE L IS T ENER S 
Verse listeners are needed on Days 2-5 to listen to 
students who have memorized multiple verses. This 
helps keep the registration lines from getting backed 
up. Designate a separate area for them, depending on 
what works best with your facilities.

BUS/ VA N DR I V ER S 
Bus/Van drivers pick up their registration paperwork 
each day before their routes so they can register their 
riders in advance. (This allows bus/van attendees to 
go right in to the holding area without having to wait in 
the registration line upon arrival.)
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Assistant  

Responsibilities

A S SIS TA N T S HE L P K E E P 

CHIL DR E N ORG A NI ZE D , 

MONI T OR BE H AV IOR , A ND TA K E 

CHIL DR E N T O T HE R E S T ROOM.



PARENT LETTER
The Parent Letter is given to each student on the first 
day he/she attends VBS. Keep some at Registration to 
give to new students as they arrive or have teachers 
pass them out during class.

 

DAILY TEAM  
TOTALS WORKSHEET
Each team needs one Daily Team Totals Worksheet 
per day. Information from the cards in each group 
is transferred to this form to aid in filling out the 
Daily Tally sheet.

FORMS
DAILY TEAM TOTALS WORKSHEET
DAY:    1      2      3      4      5

TEAM: 

# STUDENTS:  

# BIBLES:  

# VERSES:  

# VISITORS:  

# ID TAGS:  

# DAILY TASKS:  

# ACTIVITY CARDS:  

V ER SE SHEE T COMPL E T ER S
NAME COMPLETED NAME COMPLETED 
________________________________________________________    T  1  2  3  4  5 ________________________________________________________    T  1  2  3  4  5

________________________________________________________    T  1  2  3  4  5 ________________________________________________________    T  1  2  3  4  5

________________________________________________________    T  1  2  3  4  5 ________________________________________________________    T  1  2  3  4  5

V ER SE S AY ER S
Please write down the name of anyone who said a verse and note how many verses each individual said.

V ISI T OR BR INGER S
STUDENT VISITORS STUDENT VISITORS STUDENT VISITORS
_____________________ ____ _____________________ ____ _____________________ ____
_____________________ ____ _____________________ ____ _____________________ ____
_____________________ ____ _____________________ ____ _____________________ ____
_____________________ ____ _____________________ ____ _____________________ ____
_____________________ ____ _____________________ ____ _____________________ ____

NE W S T UDEN T S

        Church:             Date:  
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JJ RR SC MM
OF F ICE USE

 ONLY
 □ HC  _______

 □ CC _______

 □ TP _______

 □ PP _______

 □ NSP _______

 □ XVP  _______

NAME # VERSES
________________________________________________________ _________________

________________________________________________________ _________________

________________________________________________________ _________________

________________________________________________________ _________________

________________________________________________________ _________________

NAME # VERSES
________________________________________________________ _________________

________________________________________________________ _________________

________________________________________________________ _________________

________________________________________________________ _________________

________________________________________________________ _________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

Foreman Merrill
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DAY #1 | ID TAG
Wear your lanyard and ID tag each day. 

DAY #2 | LEAF PICTURE
Collect leaves and place them under a 
piece of paper, then rub over the paper 
with crayons to create a leaf print!

DAY #3 | CLAD IN PLAID
Go wild! Wear as much plaid as you can!

DAY #4 | MAKE A WATERWHEEL
Build a waterwheel out of building 
blocks, cardboard, cake, pretzels, etc. 

DAY #5 | TEAM COLOR
Show your team spirit by wearing
your logging crew's color.

L E T 'S GE T GRO W ING!
From the moment your child arrives at CROSSCUT CREEK, the 
action is non-stop! Besides meeting hilarious characters like Leif 
Loggerson and Riverlea, we'll discover more about the importance 
of being planted in prayer, rooted in God's Word, and more!

Your child will sing lively songs, experience dramatized Bible 
stories, play energetic games, make crafts, eat delicious snacks, 
and more!  They'll be inspired by an amazing, true-life story about 
a roughneck lumberjack who became one of the first... well, they'll 
just have to come find out for themselves!

PL A N T ING SEED S
Your child will bring home an activity 
card each day with information about 
their adventures at CROSSCUT CREEK. 
Please take a moment to review and sign 
the card. Send it back with your child the 
next day and they'll earn 1,000 points! 

R E WA R D S A ND AWA R D S
Your child will earn points toward daily and end-of-the-week 
prizes. Please make sure your child registers each day so their hard 
work is rewarded. Here are ways your child can earn points:

ATTENDANCE 1,000 PTS.
BIBLE 1,000 PTS.
ID TAG 1,000 PTS. 
VERSES* 1,000 PTS./VERSE
BRING A VISITOR 2,000 PTS./PERSON 
CHIP'S TIPS PROJECTS 1,000 PTS.
SIGNED ACTIVITY CARD 1,000 PTS.
VBS GEAR** 2,000/ONE TIME

*Verses are printed on the back of your child's nametag.

**T-shirts are available for $12 (child sizes) & $15 (adult sizes) each. 
Additional items are available at the Merrill Team's resource table.

YOU'R E IN V I T ED!
CROSSCUT CREEK has something for everyone! We'd love to have 
you come for the opening Sun-Up Rally each day to see what your 
child is learning. After the rally, I'll be leading a Bible study for 
adults; refreshments will follow. So, grab your hard hat and join 
us on a log-rolling, axe-throwing, heart-pounding adventure as we 
discover how to grow in God at CROSSCUT CREEK! 

 For photos and updates, find us on social media @MerrillEvangelisticTeam.
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Quick Check!
T HE D A ILY T E A M T O TA L S 

W OR K SHE E T SHOUL D 
BE COMP L E T E D BE F OR E 

R E GIS T R AT ION A S SIS TA N T S 
A R E DISMIS SE D .



ROUTE:        TEAM:   DAY: 1      2      3      4      5

BUS REGISTRATION
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NAME HERE BIBLE VISITOR'S NAME VERSES ID TAG TASK CARD T-SHIRT

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

 TASK: Day #2 | Leaf Picture Day #3 | Clad in Plaid Day #4 | Make a Waterwheel Day #5 | Team Color

JJ RR SC MM

WEEKLY TALLY

AT T ENDA NCE ENROL L ED DE CISIONS OF F ER ING

Day 1 ______________________ _________________________ Salvation ______________________ B: $ _________________________

Day 2  _____________________ HIGH DAY Dedication ____________________ G: $ _________________________

Day 3 ______________________ _________________________ Other __________________________ T: $ _________________________

Day 4 ______________________ T O TA L V ISI T OR S T O TA L V ER SE S W INNER

Day 5 ______________________ ________________________ _________________________ JACKS JILLS

L OGGER S OF T HE W EEK ( PER F E C T AT T ENDA NCE )
T IMBER AWA R D (CL A S S L E A DER S)
 JJ       

 JJ       

 RR       

 RR         

 SC         

 SC         

 MM        

 MM       

T OP CHOPPER S (O V ER A L L L E A DER S)
STUDENT VISITORS VERSES TOTAL POINTS 
1.        

2.        

3.        

4.        

5.        

6.        

7.        

8.        

T E A M L INE-UP

T H A NK YOU'S
INVITE TO SS / CHURCH & PRAYER:           (Thank Parents & Families)

        Church:             Date:  
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1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

DAILY TALLY
The Daily Tally should be completed each day prior to 
the Sun-Down Rally. 

WEEKLY TALLY
The Weekly Tally is used on the final day of VBS. It 
contains an overview of the stats for the week as well 
as the names of those that excelled in various areas 
during the week.

BUS REGISTRATION
The Bus Registration form is used if you have 
personnel available to check in students while on 
the van/bus. Totals are then transferred to individual 
registration cards. You will need 4 new copies each 
day. (The Bus Registration form is offset in order to use 
with a clipboard.
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        Church:         Date:  

 □ Obedience  □ Perseverance  □ Confidence  □ Patience  □ Resilience

 □ Leaf Picture  □ Clad in Plaid  □ Make a Waterwheel  □ Team Color

DAILY TALLY
Day    1      2      3      4      5

 AT T ENDA NCE OF F ER ING DE CISIONS
 Students   BOYS Amount   Salvation   

 Workers   GIRLS Amount   Assurance   

 TOTAL   Total Offering   Other   

CROS S SE C T ION L E A DER S ( V ER SE S)
NAME COMPLETED NAME COMPLETED NAME COMPLETED 

JJ _________________________________________   T  1  2  3 _________________________________________  T  1  2  3 _________________________________________  T  1  2  3  

JJ _________________________________________   T  1  2  3 _________________________________________  T  1  2  3 _________________________________________  T  1  2  3

RR _________________________________________   T  1  2  3 _________________________________________  T  1  2  3 _________________________________________  T  1  2  3  

RR _________________________________________   T  1  2  3 _________________________________________  T  1  2  3 _________________________________________  T  1  2  3 

SC _________________________________________   T  1  2  3 _________________________________________  T  1  2  3 _________________________________________  T  1  2  3  

SC _________________________________________   T  1  2  3 _________________________________________  T  1  2  3 _________________________________________  T  1  2  3 

MM ________________________________________   T  1  2  3 _________________________________________  T  1  2  3 _________________________________________  T  1  2  3  

MM ________________________________________   T  1  2  3 _________________________________________  T  1  2  3 _________________________________________  T  1  2  3 

BR A NCHING OU T AWA R D ( V ISI T OR BR INGER S)
STUDENT VISITORS STUDENT VISITORS STUDENT VISITORS 

_____________________ _____ _____________________ _____ _____________________ _____
_____________________ _____ _____________________ _____ _____________________ _____ 
_____________________ _____ _____________________ _____ _____________________ _____
_____________________ _____ _____________________ _____ _____________________ _____ 
_____________________ _____ _____________________ _____ _____________________ _____

CH A R A C T ER B A DGE

T E A M L INE-UP
RANK   TEAM STUDENTS VERSES VISITORS POINTS 

        Jumping Junipers: 4-5 _______ _______ _______ _______
        Roaring Redwoods: 6-7 _______ _______ _______ _______
        Soaring Cedars: 8-10 _______ _______ _______ _______
        Mighty Maples: 11-13 _______ _______ _______ _______

T OMOR RO W ’S TA SK

DISMIS S A L INS T RUC T IONS         DA ILY GI V E AWAY
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